[Draft letter from governors/state legislators to Members of Congress]
Dear Senator/Rep______:  
I am writing to you on an issue of great importance to our states and the nation: the need to modernize our truck fleets to make them more energy efficient and productive in delivering goods. 

The United States has fallen far behind our trading partners when it comes to clean and efficient freight transportation. Notably, Canada, Mexico and the European Union have all embraced up-to-date truck configurations, while operation of these cleaner and more productive vehicles, sometimes known as longer combination vehicles or LCVs, has been frozen in place in the U.S. by federal law since 1991. The LCV freeze imposed by Washington strips states of their authority to regulate where and under what conditions these vehicles may operate on their highways.

The time has come to lift the freeze to permit states, at their discretion, to allow for the expanded operation of these cleaner and more productive trucks on appropriate routes under state permit. 

LCVs allow the same amount of freight to be transported on fewer trucks. Studies by the Federal Highway Administration, the Transportation Research Board and others demonstrate additional benefits: reduced fuel consumption and less reliance on foreign oil, fewer emissions of greenhouse gases, improved safety and less congestion.
In a study requested by the Western Governors Association, the Federal Highway Administration found that a limited increase in the use of LCVs in 13 western states would reduce heavy truck vehicle miles traveled by 25%, reduce fuel consumption and emissions by 12%, save shippers $2 billion a year; reduce pavement costs by as much as 4% over 20 years, and reduce highway noise by 10%.  A recent study in Ontario found the widespread use of LCVs there would eliminate 750,000 truck trips per year, remove 2,800 trucks per day from the roads around Toronto and reduce greenhouse gases by 151 kilotons a year.  

With regard to safety, LCVs currently in use in the U.S. have a favorable safety record compared to conventional configurations. A Canadian federal government study showed LCVs in that country have 60% fewer crashes than single trailer vehicles. 
As Congress looks at ways to reduce energy consumption and improve the productivity of our surface transportation system we ask you to support repeal of the LCV freeze to return to the states the authority to allow for the expanded use of these vehicles.
I look forward to working with you on this important issue. 
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